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SURVEY OF HEALTH-RELATED PUBLIC ISSUES AND PRIORITIES REGARDING LOCAL ADOPTION OF A URSM POLICY

Survey of Community Leaders Conducted by HIA Team




Priority Area 1: Public Water and Sewer Infrastructure and Services






Priority Area 2: Surface Water Quality




Priority Area 3: Agriculture and Open Space







Priority Area 4: Financial Concerns, Policies, and Shared Services


Survey Questions - Water & Sewer Infrastructure
Yes	If an urban service boundary is not adopted locally, will there be any potential increased costs (short-term, long-term) to residents?	Do you know of local instances where public water and sewer expansion led to sprawl-type development?	Are there areas in the region that are served by infrastructure, yet are not developed?	When required to connect to public services, or required to upgrade their onsite systems, would low-income homeowners' ability to pay for health care be adversely affected?	Are there existing or future risks to public health from deteriorating septic and well systems on private land? 	Are there specific locations where existing or future health risks must be addressed by upgrading existing water and sewer infrastructure?	Are there existing or future risks to public health from deteriorating municipal water and sewer systems in the region? 	0.667	0.8	0.6	0.615	1.0	0.643	0.714	No	If an urban service boundary is not adopted locally, will there be any potential increased costs (short-term, long-term) to residents?	Do you know of local instances where public water and sewer expansion led to sprawl-type development?	Are there areas in the region that are served by infrastructure, yet are not developed?	When required to connect to public services, or required to upgrade their onsite systems, would low-income homeowners' ability to pay for health care be adversely affected?	Are there existing or future risks to public health from deteriorating septic and well systems on private land? 	Are there specific locations where existing or future health risks must be addressed by upgrading existing water and sewer infrastructure?	Are there existing or future risks to public health from deteriorating municipal water and sewer systems in the region? 	0.133	0.2	0.067	0.0	0.0	0.071	0.071	Don't Know	If an urban service boundary is not adopted locally, will there be any potential increased costs (short-term, long-term) to residents?	Do you know of local instances where public water and sewer expansion led to sprawl-type development?	Are there areas in the region that are served by infrastructure, yet are not developed?	When required to connect to public services, or required to upgrade their onsite systems, would low-income homeowners' ability to pay for health care be adversely affected?	Are there existing or future risks to public health from deteriorating septic and well systems on private land? 	Are there specific locations where existing or future health risks must be addressed by upgrading existing water and sewer infrastructure?	Are there existing or future risks to public health from deteriorating municipal water and sewer systems in the region? 	0.2	0.0	0.333	0.385	0.0	0.286	0.214	

Survey Questions - Environmental Quality
Yes	Are there any land uses in the region that adversely impact air quality?	Locally, are there any land uses that are resulting in adverse impacts to surface water quality and public health concerns?	Would a locally adopted Urban Services Boundary or Urban Services Management Area result in any change in water quality in urban or rural areas?	0.643	0.692	0.214	No	Are there any land uses in the region that adversely impact air quality?	Locally, are there any land uses that are resulting in adverse impacts to surface water quality and public health concerns?	Would a locally adopted Urban Services Boundary or Urban Services Management Area result in any change in water quality in urban or rural areas?	0.071	0.154	0.286	Don't Know	Are there any land uses in the region that adversely impact air quality?	Locally, are there any land uses that are resulting in adverse impacts to surface water quality and public health concerns?	Would a locally adopted Urban Services Boundary or Urban Services Management Area result in any change in water quality in urban or rural areas?	0.286	0.154	0.5	

Survey Questions - Agriculture & Open Space
Yes	Would expansion of new infrastructure into unserved areas reduce the public's access to recreation and open space?	Would expansion of new infrastructure into unserved areas reduce the public's access to local foods?	If infrastructure is expanded to serve rural areas, would the potential loss of open space and working farmland adversely impact the mental health of rural residents?	Would the provision of public water and sewer infrastructure into unserved areas decrease land use conflicts and mitigate public health issues?	In our region, do you know of any conflicting land uses that result in adverse public health impacts?	0.4	0.214	0.467	0.143	0.429	No	Would expansion of new infrastructure into unserved areas reduce the public's access to recreation and open space?	Would expansion of new infrastructure into unserved areas reduce the public's access to local foods?	If infrastructure is expanded to serve rural areas, would the potential loss of open space and working farmland adversely impact the mental health of rural residents?	Would the provision of public water and sewer infrastructure into unserved areas decrease land use conflicts and mitigate public health issues?	In our region, do you know of any conflicting land uses that result in adverse public health impacts?	0.267	0.286	0.133	0.5	0.143	Don't Know	Would expansion of new infrastructure into unserved areas reduce the public's access to recreation and open space?	Would expansion of new infrastructure into unserved areas reduce the public's access to local foods?	If infrastructure is expanded to serve rural areas, would the potential loss of open space and working farmland adversely impact the mental health of rural residents?	Would the provision of public water and sewer infrastructure into unserved areas decrease land use conflicts and mitigate public health issues?	In our region, do you know of any conflicting land uses that result in adverse public health impacts?	0.334	0.5	0.4	0.357	0.429	

Survey Questions - Policy Implementation
Yes	Are there specific impediments to the sharing of water and sewer services that lead to competition between jurisdictions?	Does your community participate in shared services with neighboring communities (an Authority, PA 425, other)?	Are there new regional or local opportunities for shared water and sewer service that could incentivize downtown infill or clustered growth?	In your opinion, would the outcomes of a local urban service boundary or management area (dense development, clustered growth) encourage or discourage the use of non-motorized transportation by residents?	Locally, have past policy discussions of public water and sewer infrastructure resulted in feelings of anxiety amongst community residents?	Are there any positive community health impacts that come with not adopting an urban service boundary or management area at the local level?	Are there any negative community health impacts that come with not adopting an urban service boundary or management area at the local level?	Do local existing public infrastructure policies encourage or discourage sprawl-type development?	0.467	0.929	0.333	0.733	0.6	0.0	0.333	0.385	No	Are there specific impediments to the sharing of water and sewer services that lead to competition between jurisdictions?	Does your community participate in shared services with neighboring communities (an Authority, PA 425, other)?	Are there new regional or local opportunities for shared water and sewer service that could incentivize downtown infill or clustered growth?	In your opinion, would the outcomes of a local urban service boundary or management area (dense development, clustered growth) encourage or discourage the use of non-motorized transportation by residents?	Locally, have past policy discussions of public water and sewer infrastructure resulted in feelings of anxiety amongst community residents?	Are there any positive community health impacts that come with not adopting an urban service boundary or management area at the local level?	Are there any negative community health impacts that come with not adopting an urban service boundary or management area at the local level?	Do local existing public infrastructure policies encourage or discourage sprawl-type development?	0.267	0.071	0.267	0.0	0.067	0.4	0.133	0.308	Don't Know	Are there specific impediments to the sharing of water and sewer services that lead to competition between jurisdictions?	Does your community participate in shared services with neighboring communities (an Authority, PA 425, other)?	Are there new regional or local opportunities for shared water and sewer service that could incentivize downtown infill or clustered growth?	In your opinion, would the outcomes of a local urban service boundary or management area (dense development, clustered growth) encourage or discourage the use of non-motorized transportation by residents?	Locally, have past policy discussions of public water and sewer infrastructure resulted in feelings of anxiety amongst community residents?	Are there any positive community health impacts that come with not adopting an urban service boundary or management area at the local level?	Are there any negative community health impacts that come with not adopting an urban service boundary or management area at the local level?	Do local existing public infrastructure policies encourage or discourage sprawl-type development?	0.267	0.0	0.4	0.267	0.333	0.6	0.533	0.308	
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